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AN 


ORDINATION. 


SERM ON. 


L UK E x. 28. 
But be ſaid, yea, rather bleſſed are they that . 
the Word of God, and keep it. 


HIS great aſſembly, convened on this 
occaſion, I would hope, have ſomething 


farther in view than merely to gratify their curi- 


olity ; and that while they are witneſſes to the 
ſolemnity of an ordination, they may entertain 
ſome ſerious thoughts of the golpel miniſtry as a 


divine inſtitution, deſigned to promote the hap- 
pineſs of mankind. 


Mar all here preſent behave themſelves ſober- 
ly, as becomes rational creatures, and Chriſtian 
profeſſors. May we realize the vaſt and unalter- 
able eternity before us, and that the grand period 
is approaching, and the day appointed, when all 
this aſſembly (and all mankind) © muſt appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every 

* one may receive the things done 1n his body, 
* according to that he hath done, Rewer good 


Lor evil.” 
AND 
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Any ſeeing the miniſtry of the word is gra- 
ciouſly deſigned to direct and aſſiſt us in prepara- 
tion for our deciſive trial at the bar of Chriſt, 
that we may be found of our judge in peace, and 
in conſequence hereof be received to a ſtate of 
bleſſedneſs, let the inveſtiture of a Goſpel Mini- 
ſter raiſe in our minds ſome proper ſentiments of 
this kind inſtitution, and infpire us with firm 
reſolutions of attending it for the future m a more 
diligent and prayerful manner, that it may, by 
divine grace, be ſavingly profitable to us, influ- 
encing us to that Chriſtian practice, to which our 
Saviour, in my text, has been pleaſed to annex 
blefledneſs. * Bleſſed are they that hear the 
* word of God, and keep it.“ | | 

THERE are various external privileges, in the 
enjoyment of which we are apt to pronounce men 
happy. We are ready to look upon ſuch men 
as principally bleſſed, who poſſeſs thofe outward 
advantages, which, through an exceſſive appetite, 
we are in an unlawful degree affected to. World- 
ly honours and greatneſs, wealth and liberty, are 
commonly eſteemed and regarded in others, as 
things that greatly benefit and render them happy. 

Mosr men are prone to bleſs others, only or 
chiefly becauſe of tome outward or temporal ad- 
vantages. This 1s obſervable from the verſe pre- 
ceding my text; for when our holy Lord had an- 
ſwered the unjuſt and malicious ſuggeſtions of the 
Phariſees, and given them many divine inſtruc- 
tions, a certain woman of the company, filled 


with admiration at the wiſe and gracious words 
that 
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that proceeded out of his mouth, * lift up her 
voice, and ſaid unto him, bleſſed is the womb 
that bare thee, and the paps that thou haſt 
* ſucked.” Chriſt does not deny his mother to 
have been bleſſed, An angel from heaven aſſured 
her © that ſhe was highly favoured ; that the Lord 
was with her, and that ſhe was bleſſed among 
© women.” 

Ir was certainly a peculiar favour of God, 
2nd an eſpecial honour put upon her, that ſhe 
ſhould conceive and bring forth a ſon, the Lord 
Chriſt. This was a favour ſo great and extraor- 
dinary, that upon the. account of it all genera- 
tions ſhall call her bleſſed.“ Yet certain it is, 
that a perſon's happineſs can't conſiſt in any 
thing external, however great, good or honoura- 
ble it may be eſteemed; for they only can be 
truly happy, who hearken unto and obey the will 
of God. He grants that the favours of provi- 
dence-are to be valued as bleſſings, but affirms 
that the way to be truly bleſſed is to obſerve and 
keep the word of God. 

Inus he diverts the minds of thoſe who heard 
him from thoſe worldly honours and advantages 
which they thought himſelf or others poſſeſſed of, 
and lets them know, that ſuch were in the true 
way to happineſs, who receive and keep the doc- 
trines and precepts which he taught and required 
them to obſerve. © Yea, rather bleſſed are they 
that hear the word of God, and keep it. 

So that in our Saviour's opinion, whoſe judg- 
ment we know is according to truth, the truly 
ny bleſſed 
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bleſſed are they who attend unto and rightly keep 
the word of God; or who know and do what 
God reveals unto them, and requires of them. 


By the word of God muſt be intended and under- | 


ſtood his counſel and pleaſure, as it is made known 
to men in the inſpired writings, or taught and ex- 
plained by ſuch as he qualifies and authorizes for 
this deſign. It is the revelation of his will concern- 
ing the ſalvation of ſinners, as contained in the 
{criptures of the old and new teſtament; or as it is 
diſpenſed and enforced by ſuch as he calls to 
this ſervice. That which God will have us to 
know, believe or do, is properly and frequently 
called his word. That which is neceſſary in or- 
der to our falvation, 1s not to be found among 
the doubtful and uncertain traditions of men, nor 
the partial dictates and doctrines of any church, 
which are not contained in the holy ſcriptures : 
Theſe are no part of the faith we are to profeſs, 
nor a rule for the government of our lives and 
practices. All that we are to obſerve in order to 
our ſalvation and bleſſedneſs, we muſt be directed 
to by God; and that we may come to the know- 
ledge of what is neceſſary, we muſt conſult his 
will in his written word, and diligently attend to 
his counſels and commands, as they are opened 
and urged by others, according to his appointment. 
Whatever 1s taught agreeable with the revelation 
of the divine will, muſt be hearkened unto, re- 
ceived and obeyed, upon the authority, and in 
compliance with the will of God. And whoever 
does conſcientiouſly obſerve, believe and live, 

according 
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according to what God has diſcovered to us, and 
enjoined upon us, is in the fame way to bleſſed» 
nels. Jive | 
You ſee then; my brethren, the point I have 
in view; and if I miſtake not, it may with ſome 
peculiar propriety be purſued at this time, and 
on this occaſion. Much has been frequently ſaid, 
upon ſuch occaſions as this, of the duty of preach- 
ers—a ſubject very proper to be handled at ſuch 
times. But may we not ſometimes with equal 
propriety ſpeak of the duty of hearers, when we 
are called to attend an Ordination ſolemnity; and 
particularly of thoſe who are about to haye the 
Goſpel Miniſtry eſtabliſned among them? I have 
in a more private way endeavoured to ihſtrutt my 
ſon in the nature, deſign and end of the miniſte- 
rial ſervice, in its various branches; and to im- 
preſs his mind with a ſenſe of the importance of a 
faithful diſcharge of it; both with reſpect to him- 
ſelf and thoſe that may be committed to his charge. 
[ truſt therefore I need make no further apo- 
logy for the choice of my ſubject, but ſhall ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the illuſtration of it. The things 
contained or implied in my text are ſuch as theſe : 
An attendance to the word of God, in the dif- 
penſation of it, is a great and indiſpenſable duty. 
A BARE hearing, or an outward attendance to 
the word of God, cannot profit a man. But, 
Trey are bleſſed, that both hear and keep it. 
In the firſt place, then, | 
Ax attendance to the word of God, in the diſ- 
penſation of it, is a neceſſary and indiſpenſable 
duty, 
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Mex ſhould carefully wait upon God, in eve. 
ry way whereby he ſignifics his pleaſure to them. I. 
For ſince knowing and doing his will is all the du- 
ty and felicity of rational creatures, they muſt 
be under the higheſt obligations to ſeek his will 
in his own jafttfied ways, wherein alone they can 
juſtly hope to come unto a true knowledge of 

him, and the way to ſalvation and glory. 
Mens natural ignorance of God, and n 

againſt him, is both their great fin and miſe 

it is therefore neceſſary that they ſhould be a 
to know, love and obey him; and for this end 
they muſt heedtully obſerve the beſt and moſt 
effectual means; and they are ſuch as God him- 
ſelf has ordained. And men may reaſonably ex- 
pect and hope for a ſaving knowledge, when 
they take thoſe methods which he requires them x 
to obſerve for that deſign. And the golpel, as 
preached, 1s the grand ordinance of God, for the 
diſcovery and efficacious influence of his word 
upon the minds and hearts of men; which inſti- I; 
tution they are therefore greatly obliged to attend 
and obſerve. Ja 
IT is the will of God, that his word ſhould be 
publicly preached or diſpenſed to others. It is he 
his pleaſure and command, that his goſpel ſhould pub 
be made known to all; that the way of life ſhould 
be revealed to the ſinful and periſhing children of Ithe 
men. And he does not give to men a knowledge 
of the doctrines and commands of Chriſt imme- her 
diately, and without the uſe of external means. 
He might have ſhewn to ſinners the way of fal- 
vation, and enabled them to walk in it, by the 
enlightning 
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enlightning influences and powerful operations of 
his ſpirit upon their ſouls; and this without any 
outward inſtitutions. But according to his will 
and wiſdom he has choſen and propounded ſacred 
means and ordinances, in the obſervation where- 
of we are to expect ſuch a ſenſe of divine truths 
and precepts, as is requiſite and neceſſary to our 
happineſs. 

Fox this end he has appointed the public 
teaching or preaching of the goſpel. This is a 
divine inſtitution, which had its original not from 
the prudence or policy of men, but from the 
wiſdom and authority of God. It has pleaſed 
kim in this way to convince, convert, and fave 
ſinners. Therefore among his profeſſing people 
there have always been found ſome whom he had 
urniſhed for, and diſpoſed unto this ſervice. 

In the church of Iſrael, by an. expreſs. law, he 
ſeparated. one of their tribes, conſecrated them 
to miniſter in holy things, and inſtruct his people 
n all the ſtatutes which he had commanded them. 

\nd of Levi he faid, let thy thummim and thy 
\urim be with thy holy one.—They ſhall teach 
Jacob thy judgments, and Iſrael thy law.“ Sa 
It is the will and commandment of Chriſt, under 
the golpel, that the word of his grace ſhould be 
publicly preached, inculcated and applied. He 
himſelf perſonally taught and, inſtructed men in 
he will of God, in the days of his miniſtry on 
earth. An honour this to the miniſterial charac- 
ter. This was one end of his coming into the 


orld, to diſpenſe the counſels of God to men for 
B 2 their 
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a) 
their ſaving good. The ſpirit of the Lord is up- al 


on me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach fo 
the gojpel to the poor to preach deliverance  m 
© to the captives,” &c. And we often find him ¶ th 
in the exerciſe of his prophetical office. And m 
| when he was about to leave the world, he autho- {| th 
| ritatively requires his diſciples to preach the gof- an 
pel of the kingdom to all the world. He ſaid I gr 
© unto them, go ye into all the world, and preach} 


< the goſpel to every creature. Nor was this a th 
duty or ſervice peculiar to the apoſtolical age, I th 

but a ſtanding continued ordinance to the end of m 
the world. For the deſign of Chriſt herein is the an 
building up of his church, not only by bringing 
others into it, but in ſtrengthning and ſupporting 0 
believers in grace and holineſs, till they come toff * | 
heaven; or, as the apoſtle repreſents the matter, 
< till we all come in the unity of the faith, and off ©! 
< the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
< fe&t man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the] 
< fulneſs of Chriſt.” 

Now it is the duty of every one to hear, or at- 8 
tend unto the word of God. This is a moſt plain C 
and neceſſary conſequence from what has been th 
obſerved; for if the goſpel of Chriſt is to be pub te 
liſhed, and openly diſpenſed and preached, then th 
certainly men are obliged to hearken thereunto de 
That authority of Chriſt, whereby he required or 
his diſciples to make known his will, and offer n 
his grace to men, obliged them to attend and ob fic 
ſerve the inſtructions which they gave. For te 


what purpoſe ſhould he command them to. teach a 
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all nations, if men were at their liberty to hear or 
forbear? Would he require them to go and 
make the tenders of grace and glory to men, if 
they might diſregard and negle& the ſame? A 
meſſage from God to. ſinful men, and that for 
their everlaſting g good, is ſurely to be obſerved 
and received; otherwiſe there is an abuſe of his 
grace, and a contempt of his authority. 

Unpex the law it was the expreſs will of God, 
that his people ſhould aſſemble before him for 
this deſign, that they might hear his command- 
ments, -and be inſtructed in his ways. Nor were 
any exempted from ſuch an attendance. © When 
* all Iſrael is come to appear before the Lord thy 
* God, in the place which he ſhall chooſe, thou 
0 halt read this law before all Iſrael, in their hear- 
* ing. Gather the people together, men, and wo- 
men, and children, and thy ſtranger that is with- 
in thy gates, that they may hear, and that they 
may learn, and fear the Lord your God.“ 

Axpo ſurely a leſs regard is not due to the goſ- 

| of Chriſt. It is highly incumbent on profeſſed 

hriſtians to ſhew their ſubjection to Chriſt, and 
their deſire and ſenſe of his love, by diligently at- 
tending to his goſpel, as it is purely diſpenſed in 


the preaching of it. This is a duty fo plain and 


neceſſary to be obſerved, that they by whom it is 
ordinarily neglected are unworthy of the Chriſtian 
name; and are rather to be numbered among in- 
fidels and unbelievers. 
Bur we go on, in the next place, to ſhew thay 
a bare hearing, or an outward attendance to the 
word of God, cannot profit a man. 
| THoucnh 
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Troven this be really neceſſary, yet it cannot 
in itſelf be available to a man's ſalvation and bleſ- 
ſedneſs. An external oblervance of any divine 
ordinance, cannot in itſelf be of ſaving advantage 
to a man. For a man may attend the moſt holy 
duties from evil principles, and for unworthy and 
ſinful deſigns. And certain it is, that the beſt 
means long enjoyed have no good effect upon the 
ſouls of ſome men. The ſame advantages that 
prove effectual to the converſion and ſalvation of 
ſome men, prove ineffectual unto others, and 
leave them after all in a periſhing ſtate. And in 
| woven the preached word proves inſufficient: 
or the converſion of many ſinners, who are privi- 
leged with it. 

Some who all their days outwardly attend this 
appointment, remain impenitent, and die in their: 
ſins. It is obſervably and undeniably true, that 
the moſt powerful means do not reform, reclaim 
and ſave ſome ſinners. They have a notional 
knowledge of the truths and commands of the 
goſpel, but though they have been often urged 
upon them in the moſt perſuaſive manner, and 
with the moſt cogent arguments, yet it is evident 


that they have had no, good efficacy upon their 


ſouls. Their hearts are yet full of iniquity, and 
their lives ſtill wicked and ungodly. The apoſtle 
well repreſents the different effects which the 
word of God has upon thoſe who are alike :lvan- 
taged therewith : 


« drinketh in the rain that cometh, oft upon it, 

and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by. 

« whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God; 
0 but 


For the earth (ſays he) which, 
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but that which beareth thorns and briars is re- 
£ jected, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to 
be burned.” Thus ſome ſinners, upon whom the 
word of life is often dropping as the rain, and 
diſtilling as the dew from heaven; yet, like the 
barren earth, they bring forth nothing but that 
which is unprofitable and hurtful. 

Ir is evident, therefore, that a bare hearing or 
receiving the word of God into mens minds, with- 
out a farther efficacy upon their hearts, will be 
unavailable as to any ſaving good that they ſhall 
attain thereby. Yea, the goſpel turns to their diſ- 


advantage and greater miſery. They hear indeed, 


but underſtand not, and therefore to them the 
word of life is a favour of death unto death. 
They harden their hearts under ſuch a privilege, 
and thereby procure and haſten their deſtruction. 
In a word, as no divine ordinance which 1s onl 
externally kept, can be beneficial to the ſoul ; 10 
it is impoſſible that they ſhould be ſaved according 
to the goſpel, who only lend an ear to divine in- 
ſtructions, and perhaps receive into their minds 
ſome imperfect notices of the will of God. 

Tus laſt thing to be conſidered was, that they 
are truly bleſſed who both hear the word of God 
and keep it. They that hearken unto and duly 
obſerve. the inſtructions and commands of God, 
are in a ſure way to happineſs. 

HERE it muſt be briefly ſhewn, How muſt the 
word of God be kept by us? And, How does it 
appear that they are bleſſed who truly obſerve and 
keep it? 


How 
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How muſt the word of God be kept by us? 


For anſwer, we mult retain it in our underſtand- A = 
ing and memories; we muſt keep it in our hearts 
and affections ; and we muſt keep it in our lives 
and practices. | | 

W muſt retain it in our underſtanding andi 
memories. We ſhould, as the apoſtle directs, 
© give earneſt heed to the things which we have 
© heard, leſt at any time we ſhould let them flip 
A true keeping the word of God, neceſſarily ſup 
poſes and imphes a remembrance and meditating 
upon divine counſels and precepts ; for he that uf 
a forgetful, muſt needs be an unfruitful hearer. 
If we would fo take heed unto and obſerve the 
word of life, as to obtain ſaving benefit thereby, we 
muſt keep alive thoſe convictions which are at an 
time wrought in our minds; 

GosPEL truths and precepts mult be fo impreſſec 
upon our underſtandings, as that they may no 
_ eaſily and ſpeedily be forgotten by us. Tholg: 
important truths which have at any time proved he 
awakening and affecting to us, ſhould be fre: b. 
quently recalled to mind; and we may not ſuffelſ 
worldly concerns and cares ſo to poſſeſs our ſouls; 
as that the word of life may not frequently find xce 
place in our minds and thoughts. 

Wr muſt alſo keep the word of God in ou b. 
hearts and affections. It is not enough that wg]: x 
receive it into our underſtandings, or have ſom the 
true conceptions and notions of it; but we mul me 
likewiſe y faith and love cordially embrace ang 2 
accept it. The certainty of divine revelation call 

fo 
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r our aſſured belief, and the excelleney of the 
ings revealed, challenges our hearty affection. 
d right keeping the word of God, therefore, imi 
artshlies a ſincere love to and delight in it. There 
ehuſt be a firm belief, and an hearty approbation 
f it. And it muſt be rerained with joy and fa- 
isfaCtion, from a ſenſe of the goodneſs and ama. 
lleneſs of it. This it is to receive and keep the 
ord in a good and honeſt heart; accordingly 
he devout Pſalmiſt declares, * word have 1 
hid in my heart.“ 
ung Oxce more — The word of God muſt be kept 
at Ain our lives and practices. *Tis in vain to pre- 
ral tend an hearty regard thereto, or ſaving 
Imereby, unleſs a man be governed by it in the 
* common courſe of his life. Then only is it right⸗ 
any received and retained, when a man is thereby 
 Snfluenced unto an holy converſation;” This is 
ſlec ſignified to us by an inſpired apoſtle but who- 
noFf: {9 looketh into the perfec law of liberty, an 
104: continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
Ved hearer, but a doer of the work, this man ſhall 
freÞ« be bleſſed in his deed.” 1; 
fe Arp this brings us to the laſt ching propoſed, 
ul to ſhew that they are bleſſed who hear, and thus 
anc keep the word of God. Our Saviour here pro- 
nounces ſuch bleſſed: Tea, rather (ſays he) 
OUR bleſſed are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it.“ And here we need only obſerve, that 


and 
ts, 
ave 
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MJ the goſpel is deſigned and ſuited to diſcover to 


wy men a ſure way to ſalvation and bleſſedneſs. It is 
light afforded by God to direct and guide men 


all C into 
to 
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into the certain way to peace, comfort, and futujz 
glory; and conſequently, they that hear, knoy, 
believe and obey the ſame, muſt be happy. Eve: 
ry thing needful and requiſite in order to our fe. 
licity 1s therein propounded to us; and therefore 
ſuch as receive its doctrines and precepts intoſ 
their minds and hearts, and become unteignedly 
obedient thereunto, ſhall aſſuredly obtain peace 
and joy, and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. | 
Wàuar has now been offered may ſerve fort 
ſome illuſtration of my text: It remains that we 
attend to ſome reflections naturally deducible 


from what has been ſaid, and aveagrecvabtoddns 
We may herefrom learn the danger of reſting 
in outward privileges of any kind. There are 
many who imagine, that the happineſs of man 
mainly conſiſts in worldly advantages, and there- 
fore they look upon them as in the moſt deſira- 
ble ſtate, who enjoy malt of the ordinary bleflings 
of providence. Sf 6 7A | *-4 0; 
Bur beſides there are many who ſee and own fl 

the neceſſity of favour with God, grace, and eter- 
nal ſalvation, and for the attainment hereof they I 
principally depend upon ſome ſpiritual liberties or 
holy duties externally performed. Now among 
the many religious advantages wherewith men are 
favoured under the goſpel, there is perhaps none 
more valuable, nor none ordinarily fo needful and 
efficacious to their ſaving good, as the goſpel faith- 
fully and wiſely diſpenſed or preached. Hence it 
is that profeſſors uſually pretend an high * 

Or 


ore cannot 


( 19 ) 


for this ordinance and means of grace. And they 


"outwardly obſerve the ſame; and they are read 
JV chink they ſhall be bleſſed, becauſe they hear 


what God the Lord has to ſay to them in his 
preached word; arriving perhaps in this way to 


jome good degree of knowledge in the will of 


God, having their affections ſometimes excited 


ind drawn. out after thoſe excellent and n 


things which are offered unto them. 

SINNERS are many times awakened and con- 
inced, and greatly affected, when the important 
ruchs of the goſpel are ex plained and enforced. 
Yea, they may taſte that the word of God is good, 
and hearken to it with ſome degree of joy and de- 
light. All this may be where there is not an er. 


ectual ſaving change wrought. 


Bur when hypocritical profeſſors do expeiietics 
ch convictions and affections, then are they in 
langer to take up herewith as evidences of '4 
wing converſion, ' though their. ſenſe of divine 


tings be but ſlighty, ſuperficial: and temporary, 
and riot — to keep them in a courſe of uni- 


erſal. holineſs. And then, though they attend to 


e word of God with diligence and delight, yet 
they do not truly obſerve and keep it, and there - 
peace and bleſſed- 


juſtly expect that 
nels which is aſſured to the humble, believin ing 


nd obedient ſou]. The prophet ſpeaks of form 
rofeſſors, who. attended. unto, and were pleaſed 


ith hearing the word of God, but were not 
hereby influenced to a religious life ; z © they come 


unto thee as the . cometh, and they E 
ore 
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F fore me as my people, and they hear thy words, 
+ but will not do them; and lo thou art to them 
as a very lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant 
* voice, and can play well on an in{trument for 
« they hear thy words, but they do them not. 
Vain is this outward regard, or ſome good out. 
ward ſenſe of the doctrines and commands o 
Chriſt, when men are not prevailed upon to ac- 
cept of him in all his offices and characters to be 
their Saviour, and to yield obedience to goſpel 
Precep pts. 

KeeeinG the word of God intends much mor 
than bare convictions by it, or paſſionate affec. 
tions to ſpiritual things. We ſhould therefore 
take heed that we do not reſt ſatisfied in ſome 
outward reſpect to the goſpel, when it has not ef 
tected an holy change in our hearts and lives, 

' *WHaT has been diſcourſed, may ſerve to re- 
form and reprove thoſe who pretend obedience 
and expect a bleſſing, while they neglect the wa 
and means thereunto. 

THers is no profeſſed Chriſtian but what wil 
ewn the goſpel to be the way to ſalvation; and 
therefore all who deſire the name and characte 
muſt pretend a ſubjection thereunto, otherwiſe 
they have no hopes of happineſs; and according 
1 every ſuch one does pretend to believe and obey 


e goſpel. 

Tux moſt evil and negligent ſoul will ſay that 
the word of God is the rule of his converſation 
and his way to bleſſedneſs. Many that are mo 


ome of the truths and precepts of Chriſt, would 
neverthelel 
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nevertheleſs be thought to believe and act in con- 
formity thereunto. And they that commonly 
neglect the means, would pleaſe themſelves with 
vain hopes of grace and glory, though they are the 
only way to the attamment of them. 

- Tnvs there are ſome who confeſs that they look 
to be ſaved according to the goſpel, who yet will 
not attend unto it, as God therein requires them 
to do. They will preſume upon the bleſſing, 
while they ſlothfully omit and neglect to ſeek after 
it in the inſtituted way. They either obſtinately 
refuſe to keep a divine appointment, or falſe- 
ly imagine that it is unneceſſary, or inſufficient to 
its deſigned end, even their converſion and ſalva- 
tion. They believe and own it to be their indiſ- 
penſable duty, and the only way to bleſſedneſs, to 
yield obedience to the goſpel of Jeſus; yet they 
will not attend to it in that way which God has 
judged beſt, and moſt effectual. They muſt be- 
lieve and keep the word of God; this they will 
readily own, but are ſo preſumptuous as to ſepa- 
rate the means which God has enjoined as neceſſa- 
ry to that end. | 

Tux preached goſpel has always been neglected 
by ſome, who would yet acknowledge it their du- 
ty to be ſubject to the authority and will of Chrilt. 
But an omiſſion in attending to his word, as-it is 
in that way diſpenfed, argues inconſiderateneſs, 


obſtinacy, ar a ſlothful temper. For as they only 


can be bleſſed who religiouſly obſevve the laws of 
Chriſt, ſo none can juſtly expect to come to a 
faving knowledge, an hearty belief, aud fincere 


obedience, 
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obedience, unleſs they obſerve thoſe duties which 
for this end God requires them to perform; a 
principal one. is their diligent attendance to the 
preached, word. 

In vain therefore does a man pretend an holy 
regard to the religion of Chriſt, or expect hap- 
pineſs in a goſpel, way, while he thinks it needleſs 
to hear and learn the. will of God. 

In the obſervation. of the means of conviction 
and repentance, the word of God is ſo excellent 
a means, and fa efficacious to the ſpiritual good, 
of ſinners, that converſion, regeneration and fanc- 
yfication are {aid to be effected hereby. Now. 

© ye are clean, through the word which I have. 
* ſpokeg unto you,” laid Chriſt to his diſciples, 
Being born again (ſays the apoſtle) not of cor- 
0 — * ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.“ 
. AnD that a ſaving end may be attained there- 
by, we muſt uſe the goſpel i in that way which God 
has ordained ; for upon what foundation ſhall a. 
man look for a bleſſing, who is willingly negli- 
gent of the method which God has preſcribed 3 
Ic is ſinful vanity, for a man to pretend and expect 
he ſhall come to a true acquaintance with, and 
obedience unto, the will of God in ſome other: 
way. This is only to ſet up a fooliſh imagination, 
in oppoſition to divine yaidom and authority. 

In ſhort, he that deſires to believe, obey, and 
be happy, muſt know and keep in God's ap- 
pointed way.] Since it has pleaſed him, by the 
n of the goſpel, to ſave ſinners, 2 

What 
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while they flight this appointment, and refuſe to 
obſerve this way? Such a neglect is a manifeſt 
diſobedience. It will therefore ſignify little to 
make pretences of true obedience, or hopes of 
happineſs, while men contemptuouſly negle& a 
divine inſtitution, ſo needful to be obſerved. 
Laer us, from what we have heard, ſee and 
thankfully own the grace and goodneſs of God, 
in the revelation of his will, and diſpenſation of 
his word, the goſpel, unto us. This is a greater 
bleſſing than men uſually imagine; and it ſhould 
be acknowledged with all gratitude unto him, 
who from his free and diſtinguiſhing grace has 
herein privileged and bleſſed us. How gladly 
ſhould: we receive thoſe divine truths and laws, 
which if a man believe and do he ſhall live? 
They all tend to our conſolation, ſupport and joy, 


and if they have their due efficacy upon our 


hearts and lives, we ſhall be happy for ever- Let 
us then: bleſs God for his goodneſs, in giving us 
his word of grace and life. Let us earneſtly at- 
tend unto, and joyfully, receive, thoſe heavenly 
things which are frequently tendered to our ac- 
ceptance, and urged upon us. Let us fay, * how 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth 
peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
* publiſheth ſalvation?? ; 
IT is the peculiar glory of a people, that they 
have the goſpel in us truth and purity, — 
exalte 


what grounds can men expect grace and ſalvation, 
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exalted Redeemer ging forth with it, making it 


prolperous and ſucceſsful. Bibles and Miniſters, 
{as one ſays) are the wealth. of a nation. 

Ir ſhould be our defire, ſtudy and endeavour, 
that the word of God may prevail, and be 
glorified ; for if all they that hearken and are obe- 
dient thereunto are bleſſed, it muſt be our duty to 
pray and ſtrive that it may increaſe, and Ws? 2x 
effectual. This is what the apoſtle exhorts 
Chriſtians to make the matter of their requeſts; 
© finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
© the Lord may have free courſe, and be glori- 
© fied.” There are many things that obſtruct and 
hinder the prevalence and efficacy of the goſpel. 
Thus many times all the power and policy of 
men are oppoſed thereunto. Sometimes great 
perſecutions, and then falſe teachers, prevent the 
growth and progreſs of it. Sometimes profeſſors 
turn apoſtates, and ſcandalize the world againſt it, 
and many reproaches are thrown in the way qf it. 
And ſo on the other fide, many things are requi- 
fite to the propagation and furtherance of it, as a 
proviſion of fuitable outward helps, proper en- 
deavours; and the bleſſing of the ſpirit of God 

herewith: It ſhould be the deſire and prayer of 
iniſters, and every profeſſed Chriſtian, that the 
goſpel may prevail over all oppoſition, that it 
may produce. glorious effects in the world, evi- 
dence itſelf to be from heaven, and the power of 
God unto mens ſalvation; as alſo that it may be 
honoured in the uablameable lives, and exempla- 
| ry 
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rf walkiaj g. of ſuch as acknowledge ſubjection 
to it. 

As it concerns every one to ſee to it, that the 
word of God effects a bleſſed change in his own 
heart and practice; ſo he ſhould ſeek and labour, 
that it may be in like manner received and con- 
tormed to by others. And for this end we ſhould 
ſtudy, by all ſuitable means, to remove from the 
minds of men their prejudices againſt the doc- 
trines, commands and ordinances of Chriſt, en- 
deavouring to convince them of tlie excellency of 
the goſpel, and the happineſs of ſuch as know 
and obey it. 

Tuus it ſhould be our fervent deſire, and ear- 
neſt prayer, that the word of God may be vouch- 
ſafed and taught in purity and power; that it 
may be {eriouſly attended unto, and honourably 
reſpected by all. There is hardly a ſurer evidence 
of mens hearty love to the word and ways of 
Chriſt, than cordial wiſhes; and proper endea- 
vours, that it may be enjoyed by themſelves and 
others: And contrary-wiſe, ſuch as reſiſt the truth, 
iceking to prevent the external courſe of the goſ- 
pet do undeniably ſhew an unchriſtian ſpirit. 

his indeed diſcovers the want of a due reſpect to 
the honour of Chriſt, and of regard to the good 
and benefit of mankind ; for an enmity againſt 
thoſe means whereby God will bring men to ſal- 
vation, has a direct tendency to the ruining of 
men in their ſpiritual and immortal intereſts; for 
the word of God is the only or principal means of 
comfort, 
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comfort, life and happineſs, to the ſouls of men. 
And if the people ſhall curſe him who hoards up 
corn in time of famine, God ſhall ſurely curſe 
them who withhold, deny, and endeavour to hin- 
der what is neceſſary to the ſalvation and bleſſed- 
neſs of mens ſouls. 

Lx us all therefore, miniſters and people, 
ſnew our high valuation to the religion, laws and 
word of Chriſt, by ſeeking to promote the ſame. 
And herein let us ſhew our love to God, and 
charity to men, by praying that the word of his 
grace may be enjoyed by them, and that they 
may experience the power of it unto their conver- 
ſion and ſalvation. 

Be exhorted to hearken diligently, and obey 
heartily. Let us bleſs God, who has given us 
his word of truth and grace, and favoured us 
with opportunities and advantages to know the 


things whereby we may be ſaved. And be care- 


ful to give attendance to his word, in his own 
inſtituted way. Beware of all vain conceits, and 
unjuſt prejudices, againſt his word, as publicly 
diſpenſed. Remember that the preaching of 
the croſs is fooliſhneſs-to them only that periſh; 
but to them that are ſaved it is the power of God. 
Maxx things might be offered, as encourage- 
ments and motives to excite you to ſeck and re- 
ceive the will of God, as it is this way made 
known to you; as that it is the only way to be 
bleſſed, and that a neglect hereof is an evidence 
of an inſincere and irreligious foul. © Hear in- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. Bleſſed 
eis the man that heareth me, watching daily at 
my gates, and waiting at the poſts of my door.“ 
And do we not read, that © he that turneth away 
his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer 
* ſhall be abomination ?” | 

Br aſſured of the indiſpenſable neceſſity of at- 
tending to the preached word, and the bleſſed 
efficacy of this ordinance unto thoſe who conſci- 
entiouſly and truly obſerve it. Sa 

Axp here that you may be perſuaded and di- 
rected to obtain faving benefit, in the obſervation 
of the great duty I am exhorting unto, let me 
urge that cautionary advice of our Saviour, © take 
© heed therefore how ye hear.“ A principal rea- 
ſon why many men ſee little need of diligent wait- 
ing on God in this way, or receive ſo little ad- 
vantage thereby, is becauſe they are 1gnorant, 


| Yinconſiderate, or careleſs as to the manner. of their 


attendance. 

Takt then the following counſels: 

Tax to fix upon your minds a ſenſe of the vaſt 
importance of goſpel truths. When a lawyer is 
giving you his advice relating to your temporal 
ntereſt, or a phyſician preſcribing rules for your 
health, you will be all attention, you will take 
much notice of what they ſay ; but can you ſeri- 
ouſly think that theſe are matters of as great con- 
cern to you as the everlaſting ſalvation of your 
fouls? And will you not be equally, yea much 


more attentive to words whereby you muſt be 
D 2 ſaved? 
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ſaved? What value do they ſet upon their own 
fouls, what regard do they ſhew to the goſpel 
of Chriſt, who hear in a formal, cuſtomary man- 
ner, Or who are pleaſing themſelves with vain 
amuſements, when they ſhould be hearkening to 
the words of eternal life? O how many ſermons 
are utterly loſt upon the hearers, becaule of their 
Vain, thoughtleſs and trifling humours ! This 1s 


for want of conſidering the vaſt concernment of 


thoſe things which they hear in the Preaching 0 
the goſpel: 
, When therefore you ſit under the preached 
word, think how weighty a matter is betore you, 
You are not then engaged in trifles, but what 
ou hear is for your life, the life of your ſouls, 
If therefore you are not compoſed to ſeriouſneſs at 
other times, at leaſt be ſo in the houſe of God, 
If you were in the preſence of an earthly prince, 
and receiving his orders and directions in ſome 
important affair, would you then be heedleſs an] 
inattentive? Why when you hear the goſpel 
truly diſpenſed, Chriſt himſelf is ſpeaking to you. 
Should you not then be under a ſacred awe, an 
hear with all earneſtneſs and reverence, as know- 


ing that your eternal happineſs or miſery depends 


upon your acceptance of what you hear, an. 
obedience to it? 

Do not forget or neglect to aſk.a divine blel- 
ling upon the preached word. Who is Paul, 0 
who is Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye be 
nie ved? Whoever planteth or watereth, it is Gol 

alone 
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alone that muſt give the increaſe. God is to be 


glorified as the immediate and fole author of all 
ſpiritual good. Preachers are only inſtruments in 
his hand. To God therefore you muſt look in 
humble prayer, that he would enhghten your 
minds, and ſo give a ſaving power to his own 
word. You ſhould alſo pray for him who is to 
diſpenſe to you the word of life, that he may ſpeak 
the truth as it is in Jeſus; and that it may be to 
you a word in ſeaſon. Pray ye the Lord of the 


harveſt, that he would give ſced to the ſower, as 


well as multiply the ſeed ſown. 

CARFFULLY improve every opportunity of 
hearing the word of God, and never willingly 
neglect ſo good a, means of grace and ſalvation. 
Eſteem thoſe as the moſt precious ſeaſons, where- 
in you may be inſtructed, directed and exhorted 


into the way of true happineſs. Do not eaſily let 


flip ſuch an occaſion. Do not omit a duty, which 
it is of ſo much concern and advantage to ob- 
ſerve. Wait on God in this way with conſtancy, 
diligence and delight. Finally, be ready to be- 
lieve; try to put in practice what you know to 
be your duty. The deſigned end of hearing the 
word of God, is faith and holy obedience, and, 
as the reſult hereof, inward peace and comfort, 
and hereafter endleſs happineſs. Do not think 
you have done your part when you have heard a 
ſermon, and thought or ſpoken well of it. You 
had better try to put one good ſermon into prac- 
tice, than to hear and commend many, 

SEE 


— prog - ——_— = IT — 


630) 


'Sxx then that you be obedient to the truth; 
for © bleſſed are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it.” | RJ 

I Have now gone through with my ſubject, 
but muſt aſk your patience while I add ſomething 
further, adapted more particularly to the preſent 
occaſion.—-Ir is, my brethren, a pleaſing proſpect 
we have before us—a miniſter now to be ſet over 
this people, to inſtruct, guide and lead them, 
who have always been greatly incommoded as to. 
their attendance on the public worſhip, by reaſon 
of their diſtance from the houſe of God; by which. 
means. they and their children have greatly ſuffer- 
ed in their religious intereſts. It cannot there- 
fore, I preſume, but diffuſe a grateful ſenſe of the 
kindneſs and love of God our Saviour, through 
the minds of all who love and wiſh. for the-proſ- 
perity of Zion, to ſee a church gathered and ſet- 
tled in this place, where not many months. ago. 
there was little proſpect of ſuch a thing: It fills 
our hearts with wonder, and our mouths. with 
praiſe. © Lo, we heard of it at Ephrata; we have 
found it in the fields of the wood. And though 
its beginning is ſmall, yet our wiſh and prayer is, 
that its latter end may be greatly increaſed. 

SCARCE any place that I know of in the pro- 
vince, in ſome reſpects, ſtands in greater need of 
the ſettled goſpel than this; and where a good, 
diſcreet and faithful miniſter may be more eſpe- 
cially ſerviceable. 

AnD, my brethren of this ſociety, your endea- 
vour to obtain the enjoyment of the goſpel mini- 


try 
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itry and orditiances is very laudable, and a good 
argument for you, that you properly regard the 
one thing needful; and a good omen of your fu- 
ture benefit thereby. You have exerted yourlelves 
in this matter, particularly in erecting a houſe for 
divine worſhip, and inviting one to miniſter to 

ou in holy things, with encouragement of a pro- 
per ſubſiſtence among. you. And we wiſh you 
unanimity and ſucceſs; and hope that you will 
find, by happy experience, what you expend in 
this way well laid out; and that your beſt in- 
tereſts will be ſo greatly promoted hereby, as that 
the burden of charge lying * you will feel 
light and eaſy. 

"For what is all this world, in compare with an 
intereſt in the ſpecial favour of God, through 
Chriſt, and future bleſſedneſs, which che goſpel 
miniſtry is deſigned and adapted to promote, and 
which, if duly attended on, will not by the divine 
bleſſing fail of promoting 

As you are, my brethren, commendably ex- 
erting yourſelves for the enjoyment of the mini- 
{try of the word, as an ordinance of Chriſt for the 
ſalvation of your ſouls; and the ſubject I have 
been inſiſting on may direct you how you ſhall 
profit by 1t, that your labour and expence may 
not be in vain, but greatly to your advantage: 
Let me therefore, out of a fincere regard for 
your welfare, exhort and charge you, by all the 
regard you have for the glory of Chriſt, and 
your own preſent comfort, and future bleſſedneſs, 

ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly, aint, and prayerfully to attend 

this ſacred inſtitution of preaching the goſpel. 
You have heard ſomething of the obligations 
people are under to a diligent and perſevering at- 
tendance on the miniſtry of the word; and that 
it is the means which God uſually owns and 
bleſſes for ſaving good to the fouls of men. I 
hope therefore you will be obedient in this matter, 
God, it is true, can give ſaving knowledge to a 
man immediately, without the written or preach- 
ed goſpel; but this we know is not his eſtabliſhed 
uſual way. It pleaſed God by the fooliſhnels of 
* preaching to fave them that believe. So then 
© faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God,” The ſpirit of God does indeed 
make uſe of other means in the converſion and 
ſalvation of ſinners; but the preached goſpel is a 
means divinely appointed, and it 1s the principal 
and moſt powertul inſtrument in the hand of 
Chriſt, whereby he pulls down the ſtrong holds 
of Satan, and ſets up his kingdom in mens ſouls, 
Ax O, my brethren, be concerned to have che 
power of the ſpirit of Chriſt accompanying the 
miniſtry of the word from time to time, that it 
may. indeed be effectual to your ſpiritual bene- 
fit. For moſt certain it is (and how awful the 
thought!) that this ordinance will be attended 
either with a bleſſing or a curſe. If it be not a ſa- 
vour of life unto life to you, it will be a favour 

of death unto death; 

Lou ſhould therefore be under the moſt ſerious 
concern, that the divine ſpirit may accompany 
the 


(9 | 
the miniftry of the word, unto the making it ef- 
fectual to your ſpiritual welfare. 

Tux ſucceſs which attended the miniſtry even 
of the apoſtles themſelves, was owing, to the hand 


of the Lord which was with them, 1. e. the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, who is, as it were, the hand of the 
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them. 

Ler every one of you, elder and yongen al- 
ways come to hear the word with deſires that you 
may be made to partake of grace, and growth in 
grace thereby. | 

AxDd in order hereunto you ſhould fervently pray 
to God, that his powerful bleſſing may go along 
with his word, and ſet it home upon your ſouls, 
Little do men think how needful prayer is, in or- 
der to their receiving ſpiritual benefit by the word. 
And indeed how can a bleſſing be expected with 
the word, when 1t 1s not aſked of God in prayer? 
If then, being planted in the houſe of the Lord, 
you would flouriſh and bring forth fruit, you 
muſt be prayerful. And in your prayers remem- 
ber the diſpenſers of 8 word to you, And 

in 
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in particular, my brethren of this church and 
congregation, let me earneſtly beſpeak your ar- 
dent prayers for him who is now to be ſolemnly 
ſeparated to the work of the miniſtry among you, 
The bonds both of nature and grace conſtrain me 
to beſeech you, that you would not ceaſe to pray 
for him. Let me uſe the apoſtle's moving lan- 
guage: I beſeech you, brethren, for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and tor the love of the ſpi- 
« rit, that ye ſtrive together in your prayers to 
+ God for him.” As you have been united in 
your choice and call 14 him, ſo be united in your 
prayers to God for him. Then may you hope 
that he will come to you, and abide with you, in 
the fulneſs ok the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Hereby you will not only befriend him, but be- 
friend your own ſouls. | | 
I xow commend you all to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them 
that are ſanctified. | 
As to you, my fon, you have heard of how 
great importance 1t 1s for people duly to attend 
to the preaching of the wort of God; ſee there- 
fore that what you preach to your people be in 
truth the word of God. * Bleſſed are they that 
< hear the word of God, and keep it.“ It is the 
word of God your peaple arc to hear and keep, 
as they would be happy; this therefore you are 
to preach. If any man fpeak (ſays the apoſtle) 
let him ſpeak as the oracles of God.“ You are 
nor 
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8 
not to preach your own fancies, or give out your 
own injunctions, for the word of God. You 
muſt faithfully. deliver God's mind, agreeable 
to his word. You are to advance no doctrine 
but what may be prefaced with a THus SAITH 
THE Loxp. Lou muſt make the bible the ſtand- 
ard of your preaching. And when you fo ſpeak, 
2 ſpeak as having authority, and what you de- 
liver demands the acceptance of thoſe that hear 
1 

4 Tur word which Moſes and the. prophets, and 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, preached, which is left 
upon facred record, containing the whole ſyſtem 
of divine revelation, and is of divine inſpiration, 
is the word you are to preach. | 
K You axe to deliver to your people, as goſpel 
truths, nothing but what is either expreſly con- 
tained in, or evidently founded on, or deduced 
from, the ſacred writings. And it requires ſtudy 
and pains properly to lay before people the great 
doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity. — 
Bur then I muſt on this occaſion tell you, that 
preaching, though an eminent part, is not the 
whole. of the miniſterial ſervice. It is a great and 
complicated word and whoever enters upon it, 
enters à large field. I have not now time to men- 
tion the various parts of it; and rightly to diſ- 
charge it, requires no little labour and diligence. 
If you ſet about it in good earneſt, you will find 
your head,” and heart, and hands, full of it. 76 
Bur you know where to repair for grace and 
ſtrength to a due diſcharge of it, even to Chriſt. 
r E 2 And 


*. 


(7: 
And through Chriſt's ſtrengthning of yau, you 


can do all things. | 3 . 
Uros Chriſt then let your dependence be for 
aſſiſtance unto your miniſterial work, ſenſible that 
without him you can do nothing as you. ought to 
do. Your own ſelf-ſufficiency is to be renounced 
and your conſtant reliance muſt be on the all-ſuf- 
ficiency of Chriſt, in whom all fulneſs dwells. ., 
Ox him alſo muſt you depend for ſucceſs in 
your work, remembering that neither he that 
* planteth is any thing, neither he that watereth, 
but God that giveth the increaſe. 
Ax let me adviſe and charge you; to be auch 
in prayer to God, that he would give you. the ſpi⸗ 
rit of truth, to lead you into all truth to. make 
you more to feel the ſanctifying power of, truth 
upon your own ſoul, that © you may. be an.cx; 
perimental preacher of it te others, 4 1g 
SixcE: God, as I hope, has touched your hea 
T have obſerved in you, a dhe, by the will of 
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God, to be employed in the ork of the mirdſtry, 


and I truſt from right ends and view. . \nd ſince, 
5 are now called 10 e i 10 this place, 
ee that you be found faithful. I 


ky THT nia 93, to 5617 
Ai c awfal che kes of 30 upfayhiul minifh 
who. has little regard, to the welfare of thaſe tam 
mitted to his charge © How de p mult. he fink 
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him, as well as his S!? : n c. 
How ſolemn are thoſe” words of. God tothe 
prophet, and they arg, applicable to every, goſpel 
winger, ſon of man, I have made thee a watch- 
5 5 28 1 | + man 
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man unto the houſe of Iſrael; therefore hear the 
word at. my. mouth; and give them warning from 
me. When 1: ſay to the wicked, thou ſnalt 
ſurely die, andi thou giveſt him not warning; 
nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked man from his 
wicked way, to fave his life; the ſame wicked 
© man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will 
J require at thine hand! 

Bur if you are faithful, and eſpecially if you 
are ſucceſsful, and moſt commonly ſucceſs attends 
faithful endeavours, how great will your reward 
be! For © they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the Rars, for ever and 
© ever.” 

AnD now, upon the whole, I hope and cruſt 
you will give yourſelf to prayer, and to the mi- 
niſtry of the word; to the ſervice of God, and 
this people, who have expreſſed ſuch an univerſal 
love and deſire to you. 

As a worthy miniſter ® once ſaid to his ſon, at 
his ordination, ſo I now ſay to you— I _ the 

glorlohs Bord, Who derefmines che tintes. 
appointed, and the bund of man's dab. 
* has determined yours hither, and plainly laid 
* out before you your way, and your duty, and 

it may always be a ſatisfaction to you, that in 
© this great affair you have not anticipated, but 


< * followed the deen of Divine Providence; 
a < and 


| ® The Reverend Mr. Hancock, at the — of his 
ſon at Braintree, 1726. N 
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man unto the houſe of Iſrael; therefore hear the 
word at my. mouth; and give them warning from 
me. When I: ſay to the wicked, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die, andi thou giveſt him not warning; 
nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked man from his 
wicked way, to fave his life; the fame wicked 
© man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blond will 
J require at thine hand! 

Bur if you are faithful, and eſpecially if you 
are ſucceſsful, and moſt commonly ſucceſs attends 
faithful endeavours, how great will your reward 
be! For they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
* brightneſs of the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars, for ever and 
dee 

AnD now, upon the whole, I hope and truſt 
you will give yourſelf to prayer, and to the mi- 
niſtry of the word; to the ſervice of God, and 
this people, who have expreſſed ſuch an univerſal 
love and deſire to you. — 

As a worthy miniſter ® once ſaid to his ſon, at 
his ordination, ſo I now ſay to you I think the 
© glorious-Eord, who determines oe 

* and the BGunds of man's tio, 
* has determined yours hither, and plainly laid 
* out before you your way, and your duty, and 

it may always be a ſatisfaction to you, that in 

this great affair you have not anticipated, but 


6 * followed the direction of Divine Providence 
and 


* The Reverend Mr. Hancock, at the dined of his 
fon at Braintree, 1726. 1 
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7 and though neither you nor your father kno 
| the things that ſhall befal you here, yet in 
| your temptations and difficulties you will ha 

© this to ſupport you, that you are where Go 

© would have you to be. | 
And now, my ſon, THE LORD BR WITH THE] 
AND PROSPER THOU, Amen. 


; Maga. In on 9. live 2, for ſame read fort, Pag 
3% _ 6, for Juftified 50 La 


” © 0 
— 4 6 
9 * 


. 2. 
401. 


